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St. Anthony Says . . . 
“Let us pray that the Lord Jesus Christ will pour 
His grace into us, so that we may ask and 
receive the fullness of true joy; that He will ask 
the Father for us, to give us true religion, so that 
we may deserve to come to the region of eternal 
life.  May He grant this, who is blessed, the 
beginning and the end, admirable and ineffable 
through endless ages.  And let all clean and 
undefiled religion say, Amen. Alleluia.”  
 

Fraternity Schedule 
AUGUST 
9 – COUNCIL MEETING, 1:00, FRH, PL  
10 – TRANSITUS OF ST CLARE,  
         Assisi Heights Chapel, Rochester, MN.  
15 – ASSUMPTION BVM 
15 – OFS MEETING, 3:00, FRH, PL  
        Prayer – Wendy Meeting in person & Zoom  
        Ongoing Formation (chapt 31) – Paula 
         
 

SEPTEMBER 
6 – LABOR DAY 
13 – GRANDPARENT’S DAY 
19 - DAY OF REFLECTION, 2:00, FRH, PL 
        2:00pm Welcome - Steve No Zoom  
        2:15pm Opening Prayer – Mary Ann 
        2:30pm Speaker – Helen & Mary  
.               “A Spiritual Inventory” 
                 Private Reflection/Discussion 
        4:45pm Vespers – Mary 
         
 
OCTOBER   
3 – TRANSITUS OF ST. FRANCIS 
          St. Bonaventure Church, Bloomington, 7pm 
4 – FEAST OF ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI 
10 – COUNCIL MEETING, 1:30, FRH, PL 
17 – OFS MEETING, 3:00, FRH, PRIOR LAKE  
        Prayer – Paula 
        Ongoing Formation (chapt 32) –  
        Treats – Wendy 
29-31 – OFS WEEKEND RETREAT, FRH, PL 
          Retreat Master – Fr. Paul Schloemer, OFM Conv. 

         
Franciscan of the Month              
On August 5 we remember Fr. Ignatius Brady 
OFM (1911-1990), a scholar who lived out 
Francis’ command to Saint Anthony that studies 
should never extinguish the spirit of prayer and 
devotion.  Born in Detroit, he joined the 
Franciscans and became a friar in 1929.  He 
served as a distinguished professor at many 
Catholic universities and frequently led retreats 
for fellow Franciscans.  Ignatius helped to renew 
Franciscan spirituality both before and after 
Vatican II, producing many translations, scholarly 
books and articles.  He willingly and humbly 
shared his expertise as a true Friars Minor. 
 
Prayer for our Nation’s Leaders 
Lord, grant to our nation’s leaders the courage to 
use and share their power wisely. God has 
called us all to perform our duties, no matter how 
humble or extraordinary they may seem to 
others, in a righteous and ethical manner. May 
our elected officials represent the nation’s people 
by making just laws, setting up social programs 
that address the needs of all people, and using 
the nation’s funds with prudence and respect. 
Help us all be responsible citizens by using our 
freedom to vote in a wise and educated manner. 
Amen.  Submitted by Mary Ann Lemay, OFS 
 
A Slow Pace 
seems quite natural during those warm days of 
August.  But keep in mind that the heat and 
humidity of this month quickly changes to cool 
wind and morning frost in a few weeks.  So enjoy 
the heat while you can.  When it’s so warm that 
you don’t feel like getting up and about, say a 
prayer or do some spiritual reading.  It’s always 
time well spent.               Dr. Steven Schier, OFS 
 
    
 
 
 

THE PRAYER BEFORE THE CRUCIFIX 
Most High, Glorious God, enlighten the darkness of my 
heart and give me, Lord, a correct faith, a certain hope, a 
perfect charity, sense and knowledge, so that I may carry 
out Your holy and true command.  Saint Francis 



 
  
       
 

July Fraternity Service to the Retreat Center.   
Our July gathering saw 14 members of the fraternity and some family members assisting the retreat 
center staff and other volunteers with the second Garden Party and a farewell to Brother Bob 
Roddy, who is moving on to another assignment. Fraternity members helped with tours, parking, 
registration, and food service. It was a lovely afternoon with good attendance. Steve Schier reported 
that 22 brochures on the Secular Franciscan Order were picked up by people there. Let’s hope and 
pray some interest is generated.  
 
 
A Challenge for our Fraternity.      
In pre-pandemic times, only 20% of those 
who identify as Catholic in the U.S. attended 
Mass each week and an even lower 
percentage were actively engaged in their 
parishes. As we continue the return to live 
worship, surveys suggest that number may 
drop as low as 12% attendance. This will have serious implications for the sense of community, 
budgeting and staffing, and the ongoing vitality and mission of the Church. 
  
The reasons for the drop are many: church attendance across all denominations has been falling as 
we transition to a more secular society, the birth rate is falling, current social and cultural changes 
are exacerbating the departures, and the abuse crisis has had a serious impact on the Catholic 
Church. 
 
A similar decline in numbers is happening with the Secular Franciscan Order, as well as the orders 
of Friars Minor and Poor Clares. Those who are passing on are not being replaced in equal 
numbers, and though I have no numbers to back me up, it stands to reason that we have lost more 
members than usual with Covid. The Franciscans survived the plague during the Middle Ages and 
the influenza epidemic in the early 1900s, but there’s more going on than a pandemic, with the 
decline of faith communities in general. 
 
So, we have our work cut out for us. If God intends to continue to foster the Franciscan charism in 
the world, He could use our help. He places the vocation in the heart; we need to do the inviting. 
The future may seem uncertain, but we remember that Jesus promised He would remain with the 
Church until the end of the age. And it seems that the world could use Franciscan values now as 
much as ever before. Let’s call upon the Holy Spirit, pray together, listen and act. Let’s set a 
common goal to revitalize our fraternity with new members God is calling. We need their gifts, 
energy, and fellowship. We can do this (with God’s help, of course)!  Let’s begin the conversation at 
our August meeting. 
 
 
Mary Higgins, OFS  Secretary and Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation 
 

Keeping in touch... 


